Warnings About False
Teaching
Biblical References
Matthew
7:15-16a; 24:4, 5, 11-13, 23-24
15

Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick
grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?
4
Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my
name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many.
11
and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the
increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but the one who stands
firm to the end will be saved.
23
At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do
not believe it. 24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
Mark
13:22-23
22
For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 23 So be on your guard; I have told
you everything ahead of time.
Acts
17:11; 20:29-31
11
Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined
the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
29
I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare
the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order
to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three
years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.
Romans
16:17-18
17
I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and
put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep
away from them. 18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own
appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people.
I Corinthians
15:58; 16:13
58
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the
Lord is not in vain.
13
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong.

2 Corinthians
11:4, 12-15
4
For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we
preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you received, or a different
gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.
12

And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under
those who want an opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they
boast about. 13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading
as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel
of light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of
righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.
Galatians
1:6-10; 3:1; 4:17; 5:7-10
6

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in
the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—7 which is really no gospel
at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to
pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach
a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As
we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel
other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! 10 Am I now trying to
win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I
were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.
1

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ
was clearly portrayed as crucified.
17

Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they want is to
alienate you from us, so that you may have zeal for them.
7

You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the
truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 “A little
yeast works through the whole batch of dough.”10 I am confident in the Lord that you
will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that
may be, will have to pay the penalty.
Ephesians
4:14; 5:6-7
14
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown
here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of
people in their deceitful scheming.
6

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s
wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners with
them.

Philippians
1:7, 15-16, 27-28a
7
It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and,
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in
God’s grace with me.
15

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of
goodwill. 16 The latter do so out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of
the gospel.
27
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know
that you stand firm in the one Spirit,[e]striving together as one for the faith of the
gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you.
Colossians
2:4, 8, 18-19
4
I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments.
8

See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive
philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces[a] of
this world rather than on Christ.
18

Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels
disqualify you. Such a person also goes into great detail about what they have seen;
they are puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. 19 They have lost
connection with the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together
by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.
1 Thessalonians
5:21-22
21
but test them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil.
2 Thessalonians
2:3, 15
3
Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness[a] is revealed, the man doomed to
destruction.
15

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings[c] we
passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.
1 Timothy
1:3-7, 18-19; 4:1-3, 16; 6:3-5, 20-21
3
As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may
command certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote
themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things promote controversial
speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of this
command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a
sincere faith.6 Some have departed from these and have turned to meaningless
talk.7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what they are talking
about or what they so confidently affirm.
18

Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies
once made about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle

well, 19 holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so
have suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith.
1

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through
hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 3 They
forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the
truth.
16

Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you
will save both yourself and your hearers.
3
If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our
Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and understand
nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about
words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions5 and constant friction
between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think
that godliness is a means to financial gain.
20

Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless
chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, 21 which some
have professed and in so doing have departed from the faith.
2 Timothy
1:13-14; 2:15, 17-19, 25-26; 3:5; 4:3-5, 14-15
13
What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and
love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it
with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.
15

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not
need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
17

Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and
Philetus, 18 who have departed from the truth. They say that the resurrection has
already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some.19 Nevertheless, God’s solid
foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are
his,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from
wickedness.”
25

Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to
their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do
his will.
5

having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such
people.
3

For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to
suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to
say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the
truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

14

Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him
for what he has done. 15 You too should be on your guard against him, because he
strongly opposed our message.
Titus
1:9-11; 2:15
9

He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he
can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 10 For there
are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, especially those
of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are disrupting
whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for the sake
of dishonest gain.
15

These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all
authority. Do not let anyone despise you.

Hebrews
13:9
9

Do not be carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to
be strengthened by grace, not by eating ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to
those who do so.

2 Peter
2:1-3, 18-21; 3:17
1

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying
the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on
themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth
into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories.
Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not
been sleeping.
18

For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of
the flesh, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in
error. 19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of
depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” 20 If they have
escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and are again entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end
than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs
on the sacred command that was passed on to them.

17

Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that
you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure
position.

1 John
2:18-19; 4:1-3
18

Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is
coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last
hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had
belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none
of them belonged to us.
1

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how
you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge
Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is
coming and even now is already in the world.

2 John
1:7-11
7

I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as
coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver
and the antichrist. 8 Watch out that you do not lose what we[a] have worked for, but
that you may be rewarded fully.9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in
the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has
both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this
teaching, do not take them into your house or welcome them. 11 Anyone who
welcomes them shares in their wicked work.

Jude
1:3-4, 10-13
3

Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we
share, I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for
all entrusted to God’s holy people. 4 For certain individuals whose condemnation was
written about[b] long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly

people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny
Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.
10

Yet these people slander whatever they do not understand, and the very things
they do understand by instinct—as irrational animals do—will destroy them. 11 Woe
to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s
error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion. 12 These people are blemishes
at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest qualm—shepherds who feed
only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn
trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead. 13 They are wild waves of the sea,
foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest darkness has been
reserved forever.

Revelation
2:2, 9, 20
2

I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot
tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are
not, and have found them false.
9

I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the slander
of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.
20

Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality
and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.

