INSTITUTE FOR RELIGIOUS RESEARCH
GOSPEL TRUTHS MINISTRIES

August 27, 1997

Office of the First Presidency

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
50 East North Temple Street

Salt Lake City, UT 84150

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am inquiring about a statement attributed to President Gordon B. Hinckley in the August 4,
1997 issuc of Time magazine.

In response to 7ime's question as to whether or not it is a teaching of the the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints that “God that Father was once a man,” President Hinckley is quoted
as replying, “I don’t know that we teach it. I don’t know that we emphasize it ... I understand the
philosophical background behind it, but T don’t know a lot about it, and I don’t think others know

a lot about it.” (page 56)

Would you please confirm for me whether or not in this statement President Hinckley was
accurately quoted? The Institute for Religious Research and Gospel Truths Ministries is
frequently asked about the teachings of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It would
be most helpful to know whether this statement is reliable.

Sincerely,

b Bt Lo

Luke P. Wilson
Executive Director

1340 MOMNROE AVENUE, N.VY., GRAND IRAPIDS, MI 49505
PHONE: (616)451-4562 FAX: (616)451-8907 E-MAIL: mail@irr.org INTERNET: www.irr.org
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Seplember 3, 1997

Luke ', Wilson, Brecutive Direcior

Institute for Religious Research and
Ciospel Trulhs Ministrics

1340 Monroe Avenue, TNOW.

Cirand Rapids, M1 49505

Crear M. Wilson;

I have been asked to acknowledpe vour letter of August 27, 1997, wilh repard to
statements reported as made by President Gardon B, Hinckley on the topic of eternal
progression in Ibe August 4, 1957, issue of Thwe magazine.

The quotation you reference was taken out of context. The stalemnent was made in
responsc o o guestion aboul the actual eircumstances and background surrounding
remarks piven duriog tie funcral servives of 2 man oomed King Follett, nol lhe doctrine
ol exaliation and the blessings that await those wha will inheril the celestial kinpdom.

The Bretlren appreciate your interest in this matter and have asked me to cxlensd
their best wishes 1o vou.

Stncerely yours,

F. Michzel Walson
Secrctary to lhe First Presidency



INSTITUTE FOR RELIGIOUS RESEARCE
GOSPEL TRUTHS MINISTRIES

September 9, 1997

Dravid Voo Dicima
Time Maogazine

Tiime & Life Building
Rockefuller Center
Mow York, WY 10020

Dizar Mr. Wan Biema:

T oz writing 0 sock elarification regarding a quotation attribuled to Gordon B, Tlinckley iz vour cover
article on the Chureh of Tesus Christ of Latter-day Doy Saines in the Avpuse 4, 1997 issue af Time

[ responss to Pour quastion a8 to swhether or notb it s a0 teacking ol G Church of JTesus Cheist of Lattee-
day Saints that “God thal Falher was once & man,” Prosident Hinckley iz quoted as replving, ¥ don’t know
that we teach ik Tdon™ konow that we enphasize it |, Dunderstond the philesophica] background behind it
But I don't knasw a let abeur it and [don’ think othees konow o el aboul iU {paoe 560

Because successive Presidents ol the LDS Chureh, gaizg back to Tosepl: Smill in 1844, hawe clearly langlt
that Ged was once a man wha progressod ta beeome Gad, 1 Gound Presideat Flincklow's angwer @ your

question remarkeble. T wreote the Gdlee of the Fiest Prosideney gopseel el fGention, amd zeueeivel a letber
stating it President Tlinckley was quated out ef context {see enclosed correspondancs),

Wlanld vou be so kind a8 to el e whelhes wou secepl s accueats the explaalion alTeeed Teome in b
letter foom F. Michael Watson of the Offce of the First Mfresidency, samely, that sen quoted President

Hinckley cut of conloxl.

For your infometation, 1 have enclased several items of deenmentabion cefevant o the histarie Latter-day
Saint teaching that Ged wos anee 2 man who progressed to podhocd.

Sincorely,

M fﬁ?&i«r_;@:h-;

Luzhee I'. Wilsan
Exccutive Dirscter

Enclosures

1360 MONROE AVENULE, A, GRAND RARIDS, MI 43505

PHONE: (B16)451-4582  FAN [B16)451-8807  E-MAIL maildirrorg  INTERNET: wwasirr.org
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gery brighk and wonderful concept. i )
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o In Ehe Sodly nacure, woutld i be a sossibililby [or women
as well as moen Lhent |
I
|
; I||I 5
A o, 1 think so.  As companions ta/thei: husbands. Thsy,
|
i S i |
can't concolve a 41ng Witnoub o a o
¥ Just ancther related gquestion Chat cgomes up 15 Lhe
stalbaments In the Hing follet discourse by the 1?-r‘~?:-i’—i-—‘:.5?'rprjLﬁt~.r'
ATy
A: Yeali? cancs et ST
.-'"--.-
-
Q: " .. .aboul that, God the Father was onca « Al as wWe Wera.
i _—

WL H . e i ' ) 5 r 5 ot
This is something that Christian writers are always addressing.

Is this the teaching of the church taday thalb God the Father was
A

Qnoe 4 man Like we are

1
=1

A I don't know that we teach it. I don't know that we
erphasize it. I haven't heard it discussed for a long time in

puslic discour:s

T

I don't know. I don'"t know all the cirumsbances

under  which that statement was  made. I vnoerstand the
AL
shilosophical background behind it. But I don't know %ln:lt aboul it
- i
ard I don't knew that others know a}lct abowt if.

o

— —— o

Q: Wnile we're choosing the |tepic/ temple wl:an-hip-:)iﬁ El




LU DETE RO TR E L Re T ALDD Pl Padd ) DT

crgeEne el ypmsy galidag JakEedg ay) pa rdupyooag ng Euppgalg plmngy
L4 N CEE Cpa SR PWUSENPE IO, CH IS

SREL o TP THALCLONNRT JD [DRSmar TESplp Giadf)

i AEy Fi Spma D0NG ROy B oL R, "vua_:n_u STIDLUT | .m_,_._.H
~a0]jo] 8l DRIE[LLLO] ACIS DTURIOC] PERT BUn Uf
u_.._"n...u puw Eeh I n_u.m I51AU0) FO] pUR poLy
i1 asararnd Wi UL [[AmP TEGE dEIU L, T T POl IR RuLE B3 L Tipory
som £ayp QIMAAL F1 3L SW CRAGIIIAUAL frog wepeliy Lup 3y Je 15pas
;WYY LIE FRA LM AR Jn JEplo w@y) L3R BT _._n.___br.qu_.u._”.uxm.f._...__h._.z.
Jr oramia gy anpR g WO ST Je mEEag e poy taand sy
0 puw _..m.m,..._.u:dm sny E9 DRAIRARE 24Ty Oy m...u..._.__.....”_. puE S3EIIIL RST LUas
i3 sz fegy—sSunp (e waud sey Iygieg sy spuwy drogw ojul ATl
mam-jEg A4d FO yRAnME Wiy sar s Lagy oaw A3
pes
PIOr] S} PLIos [BIYE210a U3 JIGUYE] Fooy o ooy Jo S
—yuads uT  coaiFop ovs o) pouliisie 2 PMOYS 0Us W) o)
prarsplao puw Lropd Jo seaiEap Fany) ) jo golsia L)
pasoifs pory “Jxp jey vopdng Suplg pu daso g o1 pajEas
-ax syna) quaLodoe 5o Aumn Huoury | Cepsd 2ieordg
o WRLE, | JELT YLy ennpgng yHug JrH_.lqm_w_,.._..hT ,_m_..;ﬁ_.(Hnu#_. =1
0} peluaazl pIoT Syt BERT ST Lranaga, sw A[Les 5y

SEOEy HICUDEI] AVIY HATY

SPIP JAFEIY AR EDVE " BE TR
a7y “rpiEa wwowe qpamp f||e M J0 sfieg @) 'aswip] pony 1Rl ek
1 H S UWE1 R D0 ESM SR VYT PUW "uu:“._n.:c. N4 Faslaalny oyl PRI
L= HEE BH SRR Lo a0 yRy aduy O} puw ..._u_.._._u_ 0 aathelsyr
sy Srawnos ¥ a0l meuy o padsedy 293 3e apdmmed genp gy e g
ST AAYaOE Ula FIUNT
SRy pUY SR LG SUT RR EIE i pairiaudd puk pamle payima
puU¥ @II] COMPOLIENT PALLRIRT puy 'pooy 53 52070 pee ez fuonsvy
Lran 3y U PRIEAID STa wRpy a8l LUNEL R SR DHEg A1ss puw “alfing
‘wesLad s = muh_.umg_.._u._" DA[—RIO] VT WPFE R S wp] dwd pidsa
nod faspe] oy Tas o) aem ned J3 TERE J—Sppee 3EEojf o odemm of
fra ‘emmd yrp L sTop) @ pus spiaoa e osppondn Sgwo pes gl
BI1 Ul pad SH[1OEP[EY] D pag Wz sy pue ‘fopop quar dras 2
B} f] 192335 18ME WD 51 (AL SUIal 2pual up panoayre ers
pLs ‘dEd paj[vid uw Ef puw Tl BaW D A% DJLD SRaL JIASENE pUD
ioyonb o, yyweg wdasop ydorg sy Aq spew
SEM UTIE PRI[EXD QF 2q 0} POy Junm@psp jumoajels poqdya
pae ._”ﬂmm,u.ﬁ_um. 15000 Sy ..ﬁ_q._“_.."_“..__u.ﬁ.u. INET 5T O] LIEE 0
EM 5315l 2 S d_.mu._._r UOOEE XD ST Q3 PauleylT EUl [ur
‘PESI) 0f S0 oSalslal 3 F H_.t..:.m s p) Hunge _“.._mmm._.:..w SEI aH puoe
dauade Jo Fuq'y 1 posy,, IPIAPOPUOD S[PAYL CFT [2IUR(] puyy
e B0 ALOLD 2T 2EFTAL ._C._n_ﬂ D3 e Poalllv BRI 2 FT [UIUTL SLI000

40T Sand IF00IE AV NAH

FOT
L EUEL |0 ‘BT juseabaln] PERCT R Ga5isy Weps, g

‘mipd N WSeea g
AR ERER e
~I340 PUT PAFAIO] PRADIT ST LUSUHIURADE 10 [00UIS B} Ul
‘eeanioad Jo apess oay) u dsys Aq dogs deor PUE CRam a9l
TrIom puw ‘pligs € &aus sdeged sea 1oyie ] A[UaaBaR] Lno
POIY JUY) SR, PIRS Saloa ], 83 JO WO 2yl 20
Isquiais ¥ GpAF UCSI) JAPE o, RURIANS Ul POUCIYIUE
fpayeapind O0WT pIExa uw 8 I(RIUN] poyn,, B[ PRIR[RSE
gnug 7 ydssof juspisalg sjuswaBis IIAUL O 9AOS
sjenb qegs sa sagderd lupezsniep s o sHunarsy ay)

30 Suwrpuwisiopon 12 ¥ Hulad jo asodind gy oy
Aoy 0y Lepoy
Anmypioddo waaid 2Iv s 0 s [EUson [EUIEE AES
ayy o) 20usipaqe gdnenp—DUleg PIQ[UEe un—pol) SUIED
o0 o HwsseEd aeu 20T oA gogwm ysnoal ey o3 e
SUEE ST 1A Jo [ooyas B yEnoa) pessel ayga v jppao
W OOOUd EWaL .Huw__.:......_l._.. ._.m_q.quw... “”__.m.g .T_l.._.u dn._.wﬁ._.._. ._—._._._.._”“_. r.___..__“__._“n._.m
oYy jyEney ApEnonuyues aseq sisgdosd wowaopg e g
srpojydil B ST TSR UAAD ‘U [y JO UOQ I} 1 uDjjosagy
Lu) §1 10 BWTM ) pU¥ CSWOPU S ST sl O UTT
Swepy o afvnduel aqy u,, Hueg pogfexd e §] L [Ed

-2235f 34} POy U SEEI] JEY]) SN[ Jo 30500y AU,

ONTI{] TIUTVXG] AV U02)

suns ]
a1 weFed a1y ur Aqprrsamun jeyannos sreadde g sw 30 o]
o eys @e ssamgdues sy fq psunepond pur sjayderd
Aerp B ©F po:y Ly DI[TRART ST AULITIUP DY) Funpuasaad
ISy CpOuUpar) 0} PAJIEXD SUE003Y O} weyl 10 SU0S 1) s
Lypqessed spswipn oy} ‘raydeyp 3sep sy u jno pajuiod se
sgyiuadi ] A[UsaBap] Jo varppyd jds agy aam sHulaq [epLo

aatne Jeyl aoys o sepdw sy ur ssodind ane seo3T

I A R m AMQLIOMOMIM T

80D FTI0OHY AVIC NAIN

sal 1apde)

[EWAT ‘roul “SELTEM PUR SUalyg)
gaf%y ayl yETncagl Tadsocn =UL fARQUN| "d UOIT I

i



Pantel . Ludlew, ed., Encylopedia of Hormonism, & vols,
(Macmillan, 19923 1:299=-402 (cf. p. 4012
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ralsed to the highest degree of glory e shaee the
prowers ad preivilegros o G, o sit o his Uiroene
aned veign iy ctemmity (soo D& TE =110, B8:22-
2 el R, 10y 32210 T e exulued ds w ecome
like Gl fzoe pEiraTION].

Faithfial Latter-day Saints reccive tn the LES
eemples the ordivenees wed Soewledge: necessoy
for golestial esallation. One part of these saceal
rites is called Hae Ir_:|1||:-|-:' ERwRENT Douiise il
comegdilates o major part ol e overwhelming sl
extended to humunity threogh the stonement of
Cluwist, Auother temple crdinunes is the SHaniHs
ol Jiosbisods gl wives, pavents and ehildren into
Fumilies that will endurve B tirme wnad T elernily,
U cobeatial kingdom will consist of God's Do
enly funily linked together in love os losbands and
wives, parents md children, aod brothers and sis-
ters lorever, As single individuals, boman beings
iy be suved in lesser '-.I'-"L'-'""'"“ ||r|_:||i|':f', Laiil nnly
funilics can b alled.

Mot evervimue has bl the apportaaity o mar-
tal Lile o e the gospel of Christ wnd receive all
the ovdinencos ol exaltation, Lotler-doy Sainls
teach that Cod Tas peoviced o all to Tewe tee gos-
pel s they can aceept or reject its Blessings, Those
who do not have that oppoctanity inmoelality will
reecive it in te spivil world, The New Tosbunenl
tenches that Josus hitnsell visited U spirt world
wlter bis death on e ernss asd ]'III..'II'.lI'lI"J[I. to the
spirits Lhers "For Cheist alsa hath ance snlfored
lar sins, the just Toe e aojuat, that e might Bring
us s |.'_1.u||r '.'Jlﬂ..:ll_g skt Goath dn the fesl, boe
quickened Ty the Spivit: by which also he woent
angl presclual vt the spivits fn peison™ (1 el
Se1N=18Y The purpase of iy preaching ministey L
the spivits és reveuled in e nest elagples: "For this
gt v e !_'IIHE“_![ ::Irl':ll;';llllr s b Ll that
are lessl, that thew aight T fundged wecnrding e
ween dn thae Besde, Dot Dive according go Caoml in U
spivit™ {1 el 6L This dietrine T becn ampli-
el sl wmpshiines] b labter-cie revelation (L3S0
LAT, [aHs yeo SALYATION FOI THIE DAL

Cxtlicer wicas i owhicl the viess ol o Lallee
el S cdiller aoticeably Som toese of the cou-
Lemporaey eeligious warld ave the concepts of Tiseg
ARD ETERNITY, he noener ar cuest, e cusr o
TUE GLY Giose, the pesitive cstimate ol e
coEATiON v of the physicnl zarre, the eternal
pecessily of oRpances, the centiality of the
ABALAMIC COVENANT far modern Chirialinns, angd

the concopt ol hooven as a0 GRLESTIAL KINGIOM
lowsatesd wipon s reseseed and glorilical et

BIRLICG RATTY

Keller, Boger LL feforme W Chriticons viend dariian Ko
Lats Ttk doum Arlaor, Bich, 1 B
Siilsem, Tivieann O 7are Clristinnes Moon © EVO Sindies 58
|:|"|||I,|||.'||| |!|','.|:|;"]"'|_';'|.|

et ek, Mrenees 15 8102 Kale Lk ';:Il:.' |5l

Fahinson, b.l;|_-|;||;|_'|'| 12, Are dovaines Dliclsdiens?, \'.|'|i||:-\.1. -4,
Salt Lok f:'.l'!.'. L9k,

Trleng, Tormess 1 AF S0l Take oy, 1HEL

ALAA 1T BUETON

LDS DOCTRINE COMPALGEL WITIH OTHER
CHRISTTAM [DOCTRIMNDIS

s hililical seholar W, 1 Divies oo guinted o,
LIS dactringe con e desevihedd as hilslical Christis
anity separated  from hellenized Christianily, a
conjumnetion el first-contoey Indaizm and Chrdstion-
ily. Latler-day Saints accept the BIRLE and ils ap-
oslolic teachings as God's word, bul mgect many
Liter intovpretstions of the Bille thal expross
Creck' philosophical concerns—rthey aceept Johin
and  Panl but reject Augusline, For example,
Lastberr-clay Sainls el Lath the threcmess of God
and e anencss of Gogl us biblical teschings. The
Futher, Son, und Holy Spicit are theee divine por-
H T vl I-:1::|_:l|||!r conslitnbe one GOREAD.
But Muovimans reject the attempls ol postbablizal,
noeapostolic Christivity 1o define Tow the one-
ness wined the thresness of Cod are related, Thoy
el Lher Bilalival choctrine o the Trinily, [l ree-
joot the philasophical docteine ol the Trinity us de-
fineal 2t thee Council ol Micaca anel Liler, Tne shart,
Latler-chav Saints vl i acrrissey aned con
clisions ol theefimedmes ool philesopbnees o doedime
o inberpeel sl e bl oposthes, or prophels
Bavwe ool Tloey aceepl hikdlica] Oheislémity, ot
pot ity ewtension i estealiblion] cries and
Lt ianes.

T thesee Ciheistioms wlo Lave weslded dhae
Bilsles L fLs e dnbeepeebation and el sopueete
Elato aed Avgrustine from Peter aned Poxl, ard con-
ml Lhink of “Lrue™ Christionity i rstaentioey et
epories, LIS dotrine may scom joonoclastic in
separating billical tests Do thoeie laber “teadi-
tivnel” interpretation. Mevertheless, Latler-day
Saints foel that New Testunenl Sainls wonld have
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-been just as uncombortable with the philasophieal
creeds of later Chrdstinnity as thoy themselves are,

LI3% vejoction of tnoel posthildieal Clristian-
ity is busedd on bedielin an ancicat arostasy that is
Both predicted wned clreniched i the Mew Toska-
eent (oo, € Thoe, 21-5; 3 In, 9-100, Apostalic
nutbeority eensed just aller the New Testament pe-
eindd, weel without apostolic lesdership and aathnoe
ily el Chureh s soom vverwlichined Ty alien
irnbe bl 2] coltural prosswres. The sisple ol
Gesnlirns ol lililicsd Goithe seere verned sl the
compler propesilions ol Ty Tzl siihe-
sepueen ! elirclues s il “Chviation,” o the
LA wview (hey na longer passcsscd the fufness of
e COSPISL OF TREUS CIOET or dpostolic autior-
ity Latter-thay Saints wanld e wilh Caclolics
andd “hagh elnwerch”™ Protestimss that apostolic au-
thority is cusenlin] dn the tree chorch et wouldd
alsa apree with ather Protestants thal apostelic au-
Fhorily wers lacling in medieval orthodoxy, A elos:
parallel is proscoted [y Prelestant eofection of
Tomsen Casthelie claims to binding spostaliz aullhor
ity. While Latter-cuy Saints free the Apastasy to
roughily the second century and reject subsequent
nrthadoxy, most Protestunts would place it snme-
where nearer the [illeenth century and then reject
sll.h:\.'r'_.r'p:u;*ul Cathalicisin,

Frotestnts whio denied e necessity ol wpos-
tolie sweeession, o who did not beliove s links
wire severd Ly the Refiension, generally held
that tho Talmess ol the gospel could be achievel by
vefarming the Toman Chorel. Latter-day Saines,
wlhi ingist on the necessity of apostolic suocession
Lt Lelicve it lnks wore severed cavly, see arel-
ormation a5 fmadequali Tor seeovering the lulaess
ol e gosped and vecstahlishing oviginal Clistian-
ity, Cmnly a total restoration of wpestolic dectrines
andd authority conld reestullish the neze Christizn-
ity of thes first century. The Chueel of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints sees itsell as coansliluling this
Thesa boratiom.

LIDS rejection of hellenistic philosophy i
raatters of docteine accounts for mony chaceteris-
tic differences bebween Latler-day Saints and
otior Christions, For example, Latter-day Saints
reject the Platonic spirit=motler dichotomy, which
Tealels thant spirit and matter ane opposcd omd inimi-
cal to cuch otber, They [eelieve inatead that spieit is
refined matter and that Both spicek and mstter are
ehernal, Tesing perithoer creataed noe destroved, The
Prophet Joseph saere bt dlat “thene is no
snely things o inomaterind ssoter, AN apicil s sl -

ter, But it is more fine or pure, and can only e
disermed Ty pover ayes”™ {1180 151:7)

Thus, for Latter-doy Saints there is no ulti-
ke invoenpnlilility lastwees spicit and madter nr
between the spivibeal and the phivsienl realms, In
LI theologe, the plivatcal elemonts are ococternal
willy Goel, The e Hat j]‘i'l}'.\.il:'i:l'l makler s s -
tory, corrapt, ar ineampatihle with spiritual or
elermal il is redectes] Lanter-cay Saints vsoally
dlodimse “sppieitoel” as Minlised with spirit” rather
tham s “noenphysieal.™ This uodtory codorstuncing
ool spaiest send vsthes allosses thom B et the -
Hoaze et Wi Soas o e conerete, wnthropomarphic
buriveers repeesenled de sevipturee and vefect the deli-
pition of Cod as the alstmet, "totally other™ non-
bzingy o philosaphicd thenlogy, For Latter-cay
Swints, Cod exivts in thes pormol sensss i desncia-
tior with Hime and spoce, rather than in the ob-
stract IMatonic sense el beyond e end spaee.
The traditional disparagement ol matter and ol the
plugsical st ol beingg is ant well groeaded billi-
cally, and Latter-day Suints believe i is o prodoet
uf hellenistie thenglt, They also think the concept
af o God “without body, parts or passions” dis
miisses oo mueh of the BilslicnDdata ar allecorizes it
ressive |y,

Slnee Mormons belicve that the elements are
cternal, it aflows hal Il"u::,' f]e-|1:.-' 1he ex nihila ceea-
Lir, Teather, the oniverse s created forseized)
ant ol proesistiog elements thal Goc omginized by
inpesing physieal lews, The Prophet Joseple Smith
alse lnught that intelligence is also eternsl wnd un-
erented: “The intelligenes o apivits hod ao begin-
ringg, nether will it heve anend oL Dotelligenes i
pternal aned exists upon o seliedstenl principle”
[VPrS, ppe 333-04)

Just gy Cod orgamie] pressting matber to
creqle e wniverse, s he areanized preexisting
inlelligence to create the spirits that eventually
lreeame humaen beings, Gonserently, Larser-duy
Bainte o nol vicw God as the tetal cause of whit
homan beings are, Hueman inlelligenee i wnere-
ated by Gonl, amd therelore independent of his
conlrel, Thus Mormons insist that buman beings
arve [ree agonts in the Bellest sense, ol deny Bath
the doctrines of prevenient and irresistible gruce,
which make God's choiee  delerminative o
Al Va0 oo cdampation. God will not ceeroe in-
ilepondent, selfoexistent wills, Thoogh hie desives
thee el ltion al all, and allers it copually Lo oall, ils
wehicvement requines individual  coaperation, a
covenant velalinmshipn To this way, TIFS thenlugy
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cacapes the classical dilemma ol predestination il
Uhesaddicy impesed Ty helieving that God erested ol
things lram anthing aned is therelore salely respon-
sible for the tnal products. Their radical doetrine
al indiviclnal Tree apgeney alsn allows the Latler-day
Suwinbs Lo cleny Uhe ey ol o depravity, The
Fall mf Adsm disd nel totally docapacitate bowmons
Irom doing any gond thing—they remain alle 1o
ehoase anl 1o pedarm cither geod or evil. dore-
aver, Latter-dlay Saints pccept e conecpt af the
“Tortumate Full” (e clpued. The Fall was o neoes
sury step in e progeess of humanity: "Adam el
that men mipht by aol e e, that they might
have joy” (2 MNea, 2230,

A pusilive view of the physical wniverse and af
i alan allowes Lalter-dey Baints bo anticyate 2
plipsical afterlife, the crLEsTIAL KINGDOA, @ oo
munity of plwvsisally  resuegected  hoings loans-
formenl sl perlveted, Unlike  mony anciend
chovch Gahers, they o nol oo o e e
el el e Geal, Bot racher o saetify i Eleone,
i Lo L3S view, oven the phesical elationships of
Famnny and manac cun conlinne in the clorni-
fivs i oasanctilied state. Thos theee i Bile wsecti-
cism snd no cranacy in LD theology, which
secs in both of these lendeoncics & deainl of the
soncliess of God's plhesicnl creation (Gon, LE1LY
sl 1125 thanley avaids the trditional disparage-
ment of the Buman body amd the conlewpl Tor
Tgaman S ienvancry thut wee Jaege v due o the nee-
platonizm of Lube autiguily.

While comumon geownd [or Latter-day Sainls
arul alher Christians 35 an sceeptance of e Bible
andd its teachings, issues of inlerpretation aside,
Mormonism ageees with “high elureh” orthedosy
asinal consevalive Protestantiszy on the dectrine
ol the sulliciency of seriptuve, Thuugh tey accept
the Bilile, Latter-coy Swints, lile Roman Catholics
and the Eastern Orthoedos, [or esample, do nat
beliee that 1he biblical vext alone is sulficien) e
salvation. Diblical teaching, whils leue and ac-
copted, has been inppeclectly preserved amd can L
Milly  seeanstitutes] only  heogh supplemental
nEvELaTion, This is nel hecse New Testument
Christinmity wis dielective, Tt becanse New Testa-
et Chrdstianity is only pooctivlly preserved o the
sndern Bilsle. Thos dovtrines that were not pre-
served muost b restored; consequently, Monmons
demy Loth Tililical inervimey wod sufliciency. Sizee
the apostles sl preophets of carliest Christinity
peceived ditect revelotion Brom Gl (see, e,
Acts L009-16, 28), Lalter-day Saints beliove thal

any chuech cluiming Ui Tuliess of the gospel must
alsn cujoy Ehis gill.

This erucial prineiple of continuing revelation
is illustrabed in bhe caperienes of the Prophet Jo-
seph Smild, welwps visioms ool revelations o
e Formckition ol LIS docteine, St suepinde
vitesr o the ehueeh is fondanental fne Briman Cath-
alics, and the seripliuees ave the foetes for Proles-
Limsta, Jor Latterday Soints tae Lipghest aetharity in
relimicns matters is continuing revelation from Gad
wiven thraugh the Living arosmies and prophets ol
lis Church, heginning with Joseph Smith and con-
Linming ta the prosenl Lizadeeship,

Lalter-day Saints insist that hoth the cazon of
goprrrong and the structure of heelogy ave al-
wiLys apen-ended, and can abasies he added upon
by el Wrvazgh vevelation ta his prorers (Aol 17
5, Threnggh this means they hive reeeived claifi-
catin el Dilslical dectrines dhat o Jisputeed Do
b denssiiinsgions, e el ChesUs iinis-
by o the dload in 1 Feber 3008 oo G006 (e e
EPd; 137, L3d). Also H1|'||:.'.;71|| madern revelation
Latleralay Swints have recedival some distinetive
tloctrings tial are ol explivitly Lamdd i e Bille,
In Elese coses maleen revelation has nal eebahili-
Lated @ doctrine that is ancleae, but kas estorad o
aazteine Lhat weag entiviely lost,

Latlee—day Saints shore willi mwosl Christisns
the conviction that salvation comes l.1I'I|}' t|ll‘=J'-I-|;h
e arosesooer of Josms Christ, which s ropre-
sentative, exempluy, and sobstitubionacy in na-
ture. Christ is the mediskor of lumanity to the
Fallier instead of fallen Adang he sets an erample
fr: humans g emulile; and he takes monkiod's
place in sufluring foe sins,

Latler-day Saints arc monophysite in their
corsToLesy; that is, they believe Clrist has ooky
g b, which is sirnulaneonsly both Buman
anel divine. This is pussildle hecanse the human and
the divine are 2ol sutnally croclesive miegorios in
LTS thought, us in the duophysite christology of
much orthedoxy. As Lorenzo SNOW said, "As man
poe 15, God once woass As God oow iz, mon mayr
Le™ (Sunw, o 463 Most Christians would agree
with the frst lull of this couplet oz appliesd o e
peraen of Christ, Tt Latter-day Sainls apply italse
In the Father, The second lalf of the couplet is
more orthodes in the denominalional seonse than
cithes Frotestants ov Catholies, for Latter-day
Mainks sleeen Wl ancient  biblical doctring ol
pErFcAaTion {epodheosiy) with Eastern QOrthe-
doxy, Seversl of early Christiunily’s theologians





